Report from the XI. European Championships IBSA in Marathon for the Blind and Partially Sighted

(7th October 2001, Košice, Slovakia)

When the European Championships had been assigned to Košice, organization of the event started in co-operation of the Section of Blind and Partially Sighted Sportsmen of Slovakia and the Marathon Club Košice – organizer of the 71st Košice Peace Marathon.


We received Entry forms from 16 runners in 3 categories. They represented 9 European countries: Russia, Poland, Norway, Greece, Ireland, England, Portugal, Czech Republic and Slovakia

5 runners in B1 category;

4 runners in B2 category;

7 runners in B3 category.


The delegations started arriving to Košice by planes, trains and cars on Friday, 5th October. They were accommodated in the Hotels Centrum and Academy, and their board was arranged in the Hotel Centrum.


The social events : burning of the marathon flame, meeting with the mayor of Košice and the Pasta Party were held as a part of the competition. Competitors visited the course by bus and they were also introduced to the other runners at the Pasta Party. 


On Sunday 7th October, start of the wheelchairs marathon and in-line skaters half-marathon took place at 9:59 h. The marathon and half-marathon (with participation of 1093 runners together) had started at 10:00 h and 7 minutes later 1000 mini-marathon participants ran off to face 4,2 km long course.


Weather conditions were relatively good – cloudy, calm, 14-16 °C. Timing was done by ChampionChip technology – for the first time in Košice.  

Four Slovak runners helped the foreign representatives as guides during the race. Only mistake happened in the finish, when organizers by mistake showed a wrong way to Pearce (ENG) 50 m before the finish line but his late finish was corrected by the race officials. Correction was accepted by everyone, and no protests were presented.

After finish of the all EC participants, award ceremony took place in the start/finish area, and winners received commemorative trophies. All participants received KPM medals.

All participants and organizers were invited to the KPM Final Banquet, on Sunday evening in the Hotel Slovan, where they could share their impressions from the Košice marathon.

All the delegations left on Sunday evening and Monday.

We believe that this event met expectations and it helped to promote sports of the blind and partially sighted sportsmen. 60 thousand spectators along the course were encouraging runners and watching our running couples with a big interest.

Results :

B1
1.
FERREIRA Carlos
POR
02:39:09


2.
GAASEMYR Joerond
NOR
02:56:07


3.
SIOUTIS Stergios
GRE
03:27:14


4.
STAVRIDIS Konstantinos
GRE
03:27:45


5.
MÉSZÁROS Anton
CZK
03:42:45

B2
1.
BRUNT Stephen
GBR
02:37:00


2.
CHMURZYNSKI Tomasz
POL
02:40:52


3.
FARIA José
POR
03:01:45


4.
NOVAIS Adelino
POR
03:38:28

B3
1.
POMYKALOV Ildar
RUS
02:33:31


2.
PEARCE Paul
GBR
02:35:07


3.
FARNELL Mark
GBR
02:38:26


4.
AMBROZ Jozef
SVK
02:54:29


5.
COSTA Joao
POR
02:56:24


6.
CLARKE Michael
IRL
03:48:43



SLUKA Anton
SVK
N. F.
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All the delegations will receive the official results by post.
  Rastislav Kuchta





Ing. Štefan Kopčík

EC Technical director




Head of the Organizing committee

